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Measuring the gender-related killing of women and girls: guidance for implementation and adaptation to the digital environment

Side-event to the 57th session of the United Nations Statistics Commission



Date: 2 March 2026
Time: 1.15pm-2.45pm EST
Venue: UN Women Global Offices, 220 East 42nd Street, New York, USA
Registration link for in-person participation: https://bit.ly/3OttGrm 
Registration link for the livestream: https://bit.ly/4kS5pax 



Background

Gender-based violence against women and girls continues to be the most widespread public health concern and human rights violation. The gender-related killing of women and girls, or femicide, is the most extreme and brutal manifestation of violence against women and girls which occurs on a continuum of multiple, interconnected forms of violence that affect women and girls in both private and public spaces including intimate partner violence, sexual harassment, and other forms of sexual violence. In 2024, nearly 83,300 women and girls were killed intentionally.[footnoteRef:1] Of those, 60 percent were killed by intimate partners and other family members.  [1:  UNODC & UN Women. 2025. Femicides in 2024: Global estimates of intimate partner/family member femicides] 


Despite international concerns surrounding the topic of gender-related killings of women and girls, statistical data is insufficiently available. For this reason, the United Nations Statistical Commission[footnoteRef:2] noted the need for countries to improve data on violence against women and asked for the development of a statistical framework gender-sensitive crime statistics, with a focus on gender-related homicides. The request resulted in the development of the Statistical Framework for Measuring the Gender-Related Killing of Women and Girls,[footnoteRef:3] produced by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) and released in 2021.  [2:  United Nations, Report of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime on crime and criminal justice statistics (E/CN.3/2019/19)]  [3:  UNODC & UN Women. 2021. Statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women and girls (also referred to as “femicide/feminicide”)] 


Since then, multiple countries have started implementing the framework, facing specific challenges and developing good practices to overcome these. Lessons learned from these experiences were shared and captured to draft an implementation guide, with the aim to provide practical guidance to national stakeholders in the application of the statistical framework. In addition, digital developments have fast evolved since the initial development of the statistical framework. While there is a growing body of evidence on cases where technology is used to perpetrate VAWG through acts which are preceding femicide, existing tools can be applied to the statistical framework to account for the use of technologies in the lead-up to femicides.

Objectives of the launch event
This event will bring together data producers and users working in the field of ending violence against women and girls, including researchers, statisticians, policy makers, civil society organizations, and practitioners, to showcase lessons from the piloting of the statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women and girls (also referred to as “femicide/feminicide”) and evidence good practices in the adaptation of the framework to local contexts. The specific objectives of this event are to:
· Strengthen awareness of the strategic importance of collecting and using data on gender-related killing of women and girls (also referred to as “femicide/feminicide”) to inform the development and monitoring of policies and programmes;
· Share findings and showcase good practices from the reporting by countries of their piloting of the statistical framework across different world regions and contexts;
· Present upcoming guidance for the implementation of the statistical framework and its adaptation to capture technology-facilitated acts of violence leading to femicide. 
Organizers

The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).


Programme

WELCOME AND OPENING
1:15-1:17 – Welcoming words, moderator
1:17-1:25 - Opening remarks
Papa Seck, Chief, Research and Data Section - UN Women
Xiaohong Li, New York Office Representative - UNODC

REFLECTING: LESSONS FROM THE PILOTING OF THE STATISTICAL FRAMEWORK
1:25-1:30 – Overview of the piloting of the statistical framework – UN Women and UNODC
1.30-2.10 – Panel discussion on country good practices

LOOKING FORWARD: UPSCALING AND ADAPTING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STATISTICAL FRAMEWORK
2.10-2.15 - Overview of the implementation guidance, David Rausis, Statistician, Data, Analytics and Statistics Section – UNODC
2.15-2.20 – Guidance to capture technology-facilitated violence against women and girls leading to femicide – Raphaëlle Rafin, Policy Specialist, Ending Violence against Women and Girls Section – UN Women

2.20-2.45 – Q&A with the audience
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